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DP Harlem Herald
The Scholar Voice!
Welcome to our school newspaper!
Newspaper meetings are on Mondays and Wednesdays from
5-5:45pm. If you’re interested in writing, editing, formatting the
paper, or contributing comics, art, or poetry/short stories…stop
by a meeting and get ready to help. We hope to see you there!

By: Jordan Adeola
Hey Democracy Prep Harlem Middle School! I’m your event announcer here:
Jay, and I’m here to talk about our school events. Coming up in our school year,
is Rocktober. Here are some insights on the subject from the one and only Ms.
Veloz. She said, “Hey DPHMS students, Here is what's happening in Rocktober
this year! Every Tuesdays and Thursdays are themed. These themes are different
days where you dress up to show school spirit.” These days are the 3rd of
October where you dress up as your very favorite book, TV, or movie character.
On the 5th of Rocktober we have pajama day where you get to wear your
favorite pajamas to school. Comfy! On Wednesday, Rocktober 10th, we have
Nerd day where you can dress up as your favorite nerd character or you can
customize your own unique nerd look! On the Rocktober 12th, we have Jersey
day where you can where any team jersey that represents a sport. On the 17th of
Rocktober, we have Twin day where you and one of your friends can dress up
like identical twins. On Rocktober 19th, we have Spirit Animal day, which is
when you wear something that has to do with your favorite animal. On
Rocktober 24 we have crazy sock day when we create or buy the craziest socks
you can find. On Rocktober 26 we have crazy hat day so wear that cuckoo and
weird hat you have been dying to wear! Finally on October 31 , it is the
Rocktober Dance!! Also it’s Halloween, where you get to dress up as anything
you want. Well students, those are the upcoming events for Rocktober. For more
information, ask your homeroom teacher or Ms. Veloz and Ms. Fernandez. It’s
going to be crazy and it’ll be so fun on the 31st of Rocktober. Are you coming?
Just play it safe. If you what to go then follow these steps: 1. Play it safe. 2. Sit
up and track the speaker. Rocktober is the month where we just dress up and
celebrate.
th,

th,

st

“Rocktober is going to be
so fun! Scholars with less
than 2 respect resets can
attend the dance!”

What’s Happening
in Rocktober?
Tuesday 10.10: Nerd Day
Thursday 10.12: Jersey Day
Tuesday 10.17: Twin Day
Thursday 10.19: Hat Day
Tuesday 10.24: Crazy Sock Day
Thursday 10.26: Spirit Animal
Day
Tuesday 10.31: Halloween
Costumes
The Rocktoball Dance will take
place on Tuesday, October 31st
during Town Hall for each grade
level. Scholars who have
received less than 2 respect resets
during Rocktober can attend the
dance. There will be music,
candy, and lots of fun. See you at

By: Mamadou Maiga
Today I asked Ms. Eley-Richards about what do she wants scholars to
do. She replied back, ¨I want scholars to go straight home and they need
to be safe after school.” I was also able to interview Ms. France and I
have some breaking news: she is having a baby! Congratulations, Ms.
France! Did you know that Ms. Eley-Richards was a scientist before she
was a teacher!?! Ms. Eley-Richards told me a little more about herself
too. She has 2 kids, they’re twins, that are 4 years old. She has also been
involved in New York Schools for 10 years. She was a math teacher in
the Bronx, and at DPHMS she was a teacher for 6th grade. She lives in
Washington Heights. Some know her as the principal. Ms. Eley-Richards
and Ms. France want scholars to be in a school where kids and teens to
have a very well education. Tune in next time for more updates from
leadership.

Are you interested in joining
African Dance?
Ms. Carpenter is looking for motivated
dancers and drummers to join African
Dance. Scholars will learn authentic
African dances and perform at numerous
events during the school year. Scholars
interested in drumming will learn how to
create traditional beats and rhythms.
Practices will be Monday-Thursday from
4:15-4:45pm. Only scholars in good
behavioral and academic standing may
participate. Interested? Let you
homeroom teacher know, and he or she
will contact Ms. Carpenter.

“The History of Democracy Prep”
By Anaiya Anderson and Jalen Allen
Democracy Prep Harlem Public Schools were founded back in 2005, around 12 years ago. The founder of Democracy
Prep Public Schools is Seth Andrew. Democracy Prep was born with the goal of ensuring that every student, ¨Work hard,
Go to college, and Change the World¨. Democracy Prep Charter Middle first opened its doors in 2006 to scholars. By the
end of 2009 citizens would later see DPCS as one the highest performing schools of Central Harlem. It was also ranked
the #1 public school in New York City. There are many DP schools in America such as New York City, New Jersey,
District of Columbia, Camden, Las Vegas, and Baton Rouge. All of these schools educate 5,040 citizen scholars.
All Democracy Prep scholars learn for at least 8 hours a day, 190 days per school year . All scholars study two hours of
math, three hours of literacy, one hour of science, one hour of social studies, as well as art, theatre, music, health, and
physical education in a rigorous college preparatory school.
The incredible growth of the scholars is possible through the tireless and dedicated work of the educators who make up
our DREAM team.
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6th Grade Report
By: Aleks C.

Mr. Murray is the 6th grade level leader. This means that he helps
manage the sixth grade team of teachers and scholars. I had the
opportunity to sit down with Mr. Murray and ask him about the
events were doing on in 6th grade. According to Mr. Murray, we are
celebrating Hispanic Latino Heritage Month. Anyone who has any
Hispanic heritage can bring in flags from their country. Also, on
October 13th, we will have a Hispanic heritage themed Town Hall.
Each homeroom will be performing a Hispanic or Latino dance. In
Town Hall, we will be celebrating scholars with high Dream Dollars,
scholars who are here on time in correct uniform, and who are not
getting deductions. We will also have class Roll Calls, competitions, and
celebrate word counts. Also, Map Testing has just ended. Map Testing is
basically so that the teachers can see your growth in knowledge from the
beginning to the end of the year. We will have a Halloween party on
October 31st, which is only for people who have less than two resets, for
respect, the whole month. We recently had our first advisory circle,

8th Grade Report
By: Hulaimatu Diallo and Jada Kelly

The eighth grade scholars are having a homework initiative. If they
don’t complete their homework, they stay after school to make it up.
Scholars who do all of their homework get Munchkins (yum!). The
homeroom with the highest turned in homework average will have a
donut party at the end of the competition.
Also, Eighth graders got to talk to police officers of the local police
station. They are trying to start an after school program with
officers. Since it’s Hispanic Latino Heritage month, the eighth
graders have been working hard to research different Hispanic
countries. 8th graders are also working on their high school
applications.

Want to see more of 8th grade in our school
newspaper? Then get involved! The
newspaper staff is looking for 8th graders to
contribute to the paper. You’re the leaders of
the school—come leave your mark on our
school newspaper.

7th Grade Report
By: Moubarc I.

I’m Moubarc, your 7th grade reporter,
and I had the chance to sit down with
Mr. Smalley, 7th Grade Level Leader,
and a few 7th grade scholars to ask them
about life in 7th grade.
Q: What is the best part of 7th grade?
Mr. Smalley: The best part for me is
seeing the homerooms come together.
Adiza: My experience in the 7th grade
has been great so far. All of it!
Q: What would you change about 7th
grade?
Mr. Smalley: I would change the
amount of resets. I would prefer that
scholars were able to stay in class all
day.
Q: What is the best homeroom?
Mr. Smalley: All of the 7th grade
homerooms are the best!
Alex: Miami is the best!
Q: Who is your favorite staff member?
Mr. Smalley: Ms. Eley-Richards!
Alex: Ms. Baker is the best!
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Letter to the Editor: School Lunches
By: Salma Saad
Our Democracy Prep lunch needs some help. I’m sure that other students
can agree that the school lunch is not that good. Speaking of other
students, I interviewed my friend, Nantene Ba, and I asked basic questions
like how she would rate our school lunch on a scale of 1-10. She said a 2
because, “The lunch often has no flavor and smells weird.” This shows
that our food is clearly not nutritional or pleasing. I also heard from
another perspective, Janelle Obeng. I asked all the same questions, and
she rated our lunch a 1 because today she says, ”I ate the lunch and it
made my stomach hurt.” This actually shows unhealthy results. Lastly, I
asked another colleague, Damien Smith, about our lunches. He said, “I’ll
give it a 4 because their lunches are cold when they should be hot, and
some of the lunches things are not good for certain people.” Again, this
shows that our school food is not nutritional. Speaking of nutritional food,
the national school lunch requires us to have grain, meat, 4 fruits and 5
veggies. We lack 3 fruits and all 5 of the required vegetables. Most of our
lunch is also just undercooked. Two days ago I received dry, cold burger
patties. Usually I have to buy my own food, borrow a friend’s food, or just
not eat overall. My sister is in DP High and even she eats better food than
us. I know this because for lunch today she said she had, “A turkey burger
with sweet potato fries.” This sounds better than what we had today
because today we had fish sticks and gloppy green beans. A solution
would be to begin cooking our own food at DP or to find a new shipment
of food. I don’t know what happened this year, but last year, the food was
better. Please help, our students can’t think on an empty stomach!
Have a topic that you’d like Salma to write about?
Email dpharlemherald@gmail.com and send her suggestions.

Advice Column:
Ask Liberty!
“Dear Liberty-- Help! I’m not in any
classes with my friends. What should
I do? Sincerely, A Lonely@DP”
Dear Lonely@DP,
Well, if I were in this situation I
would try talking to some of the kids
in lunchtime and maybe even tell
jokes. You could even try asking
your teacher to allow you to
introduce yourself. Also you could
try and get Ms. Albert to ask one of
the scholars in the newspaper
committee to have a column that
welcomes new scholars. Maybe you
could try joining school clubs so you
could meet new people on your
team. Why not just play jump rope
with some of the kids at recess? And
while you’re at recess, you could
talk to your friends who are in other
classes. I really hope you make new
friends and have lots of fun in the
2017-2018 school year.
Sincerely and Honestly,

Liberty C. Solano
Have a question you’d like answered in a
future issue of the newspaper? Email it to
dpharlemherald@gmail.com
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Scholar Spotlights!
By: Jayden P.
A few days ago I interviewed two new 6th grade scholars. Here’s what I found out…
Chloe J. in Syracuse: The first question I asked her was, “How do you feel about Democracy Prep?” Her response was she
loves Democracy because she says it will help her succeed and go to college, pass, and get her dream job. The next question
was, “If you could change one thing at the school what would it be?” Her response was, she would change the lunch, the
lunchtime, and add more sports at recess time because she said we barely have time to socialize, and that is the only time to
play and talk to people out of your advisory. The next question was, “What are you looking forward to at Democracy
Prep?” She responded with, “The things I am looking forward to are the basketball team for girls and the school trips. The
next question was, “What stuff do you not like about Democracy Prep?” She said she does not like the homework because
we get a lot and we end at 4:45pm, which is late. She also added that she does not like the dismissal time because she is not
familiar with that time. The next question was, “What sports are you looking forward to playing?” She responding with she
is looking to join the basketball team next year because that is the sport she plays the most. The finale question was “What
is your dream job?” She said she wants to be a doctor because she likes helping people and especially helping people in
need. Next time you see Chloe, say hi!
Jared: The first question I asked Jared was “How do you feel about Democracy Prep?” He said he feels excited because he
gets to learn new things and meet new friends. The next question was “If you could change anything at Democracy Prep
what will it be? He responded with, ”I would change our time limit for recess because we need exercise!” The next question
is “What are you looking forward to in Democracy Prep?” He responded with, “I am looking forward to being a good
scholar and get a scholarship to college. The next question I asked Jared was “What don’t you like about this school?” He
responded with he doesn’t like that we end school at 4:45. The last question I asked Jared was, “What do you want to be
when you grow up?” He said he wants to be a basketball player because he said he is really good at it. Don’t forget to say
hi to Jared!
Want to be featured in the next scholar spotlight? Email dpharlemherald@gmail.com and let Jayden know!

Staff Spotlights!
By: Kayjia Allen
Ms. Richardson is a fun loving person, and she has dance parties in class. She doesn't have one on one time with her
students, but she says that she will in the future. She graduated from UA and had a lot of fun in Albany. Her
homeroom partner is Ms. Griffin. Ms. Richardson likes to have like fun activities in the middle of class, and she is
just a really fun teacher.
Coach Wolfe is the Athletic Director for DP. He went to Clinton State University in New Hampshire. He loves his
job, and he is a fun loving person for the most part. He dislikes the long hours of his job. He is very serious about his
job, and then once he builds the right structure then he will start to make jokes and make everyone comfortable. He
thinks that TRUST IS THE NUMBER ONE VALUE FOR A TEAM. He says that, “you need to be able to trust
your team at all times.” He also thinks that there is room for everything like a safe and serious but fun community.
Want to nominate a teacher or staff member for our staff spotlight? Send Kayjia an email at dpharlemhearld@gmail.com
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Civics Corner!
By: Damaris Aryeetey

Advice Column: Ask Iysiss!

Q: Who in is charge of civics at DPHMS?
A: Miss. Shirwa and Hakiem are in charge of
Civics at DPHMS. They are also looking for
scholars to help with the civics program.
Q: What motivated you to give to the
Caribbean?
Miss. Shirwa: The Caribbean is the most
heavily impacted region by the hurricane with
the least relief, and they are rebuilding with
support from NGOS and nonprofits. Many of
our students call the Caribbean home.
Hakiem: ¨What motivated me to give to the
Caribbean is that they’re going through a hard
time with the hurricane.
Q: To be precise where in the Caribbean did
hurricane Irma damage the worse?
Ms. Shirwa: St. Martin, Turks, and Caucus and
The Virgin Islands were impacted, as were
other areas like Barbados, Cuba, DR, Puerto
Rico and Haiti.
Q: Why did you do the fundraiser?
Hakiem: We are doing this fundraiser to
support people and get them back on their feet.

“Help! I keep getting reset? What can I do?”
Thanks for your question! First you would try to be good by
following directions the first time given and not talking back to the
teacher. But sometimes that does not always work, but you should
always remember that if you get a deduction it is not the end of the
world because if you have a reaction then you are going to earn
another deduction. Also, in transition you get one deduction and
then rest so just face forward and don't talk to people. My last piece
of advice is if you are tired of detention or you think you don't
deserve detention then talk to a teacher. You can talk to them at
lunch, recess, and after school. You should talk to them not at them
because you are more likely to get out of detection if you talk to
them and be accountable for your actions. If you do all of these
things then you should be able to stay out of the rest room. Good
luck!
Always and Forever,

Iysiss Dobson
Have a problem or question that you’d like Iysiss to write about?
Email dpharlemherald@gmail.com and send her suggestions!

Q: When will be the next fundraiser?
Hakiem: The next fundraiser is in October for
Breast Cancer Awareness.
Q: What type of fundraiser will you be doing
for Breast Cancer Awareness?
Hakiem: Ms. Shirwa and I are currently
looking into many different opportunities to
raise awareness for Breast Cancer. There is a
walk that we might be able to do. If you have
ideas, please reach out to Ms. Shirwa or me,
Hakiem Miles.

Did you know:
DPHMS raised $500
for hurricane victims!

7

DP Sports: Flag Football
By: Deron Mance

I went to interview Mr. Hunt, and I asked him who is the
main coach of flag football. He explained that Mr. Joyce, and
Mr. Hunt both share the responsibility of coaching equally.
He told me that the flag football team practices at Marcus
Garvey Park, and they have their games at 120th and Park
Ave. Mr. hunt also said they practice three days a week:
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. Next, I asked about the
rules of flag-football. Mr. Hunt said they play flag football and
that the rules of the game are if you get your flag pulled it
counts as a tackle. Mr. Hunt and Mr. Joyce picked this sport
to coach because they love football and that they have been
playing football all their lives.

Get Woke!

Introducing W.O.K.E.: Women of
Knowledge (Who) Empower! W.O.K.E.
is a group for girls facilitated by Ms.
McCoy and Ms. Guzman. They are
extremely excited to start a school-wide
mentoring group that seeks to empower
our young ladies to take leadership roles
within their communities. These scholars
will also obtain essential networking tools
for success outside of our school. Keep
your eye out for more on this amazing
group of young women!

Hispanic Latino Heritage Month
So You Think You Can Dance, Or Nah?
By: Liberty Solano
Calling all amazing dancers. If you think you can
dance, why don’t you sign up for Ms. Griffin’s dance
team today? But you can’t be lazy, and you need to be
ready to work when asked. Also, you mush follow
directions, and of course, you’ve got to DANCE!! In
order to sign up, meet Ms. Griffin during PM
homeroom. So sign up today!!!

By Kelvin Crucey
I believe that Hispanic Latino Heritage Month is
important because people need to know about
Hispanics. I say this because not many people know
that Hispanics do a lot of work in our country. A lot of
our food is also grown and made by Hispanics. Also,
Americans import many products from Latin America.
Some examples of Hispanic is a Spanish-speaking
person living in the US, especially one of Latin
American descent. Also Latino means the language of
ancient Rome and its empire, widely used historically
as a language of learning and administration. Latino can
also be a native or inhabitant of a country whose
language developed from Latin, especially a Latin
American. Also at DPHM different 6th grade classes
are doing different Hispanic dances to learn about the
cultures. Finally, we are going to bring different types
of Hispanic/Latino foods. For example, Ms. Abreu is
being patelesio. How are you celebrating Hispanic
Latino Heritage month?

Janeah’s Book and Review Reviews
The Hate U Give and Wonder Woman
The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas is about how Starr

struggles to handle her best friend’s death by the police right in
front of her eyes. She has to face it in life. This book gets FIVE
stars by me. I love how Starr faces her reality knowing what
happened to her best friend. She faces a lot in her everyday
life, so this book was so relatable.
The movie that everyone been talking about is Wonder
Woman. If we’re going to talk about Wonder Woman, you
need to speak with the biggest Wonder Women fans there is:
Ms. Lomax herself! Want to see what she thought about the
summer’s most exciting blockbuster. Stop by FSU and go get
her thoughts on Wonder Women. In my opinion, this movie
gets a 3 out of 5 stars. I didn’t like how they got their Greek
mythology wrong. Want to talk Greek myths? Come find me.
That’s what I thought of the infamous Wonder Woman.

“The Wonderful World of Llama – and – Cat!
By Jalen Allen

“I Forget This Title”
By: Jaylen P.

“Twitter” By James Daye

Want to submit your own artwork or poetry to the newspaper? Email your work to dpharlemherald@gmail.com.

Paul’s Book Corner: Teacher's’ Favorites
By Paul Richardson
There are a lot of books out there. I’ve handpicked 5 teachers and asked them to share their favorite books. Then I did
some research to out more information about the books. So here are the books.
Ms. Guzman and Ms. Williams:
The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho
Santiago meets an Englishman who wants to learn the secret of alchemy, or turning any metal into gold, from a
famous alchemist who lives at an oasis on the way to the pyramids. While traveling, Santiago begins listening to the
desert and discovering the Soul of the World. (Summary from CliffsNotes)
Ms. Albert:
Fangirl by Rainbow Rowell
In Rainbow Rowell's Fangirl, Cath is a Simon Snow fan. Okay, the whole world is a Simon Snow fan, but for Cath,
being a fan is her life - and she's really good at it. She and her twin sister, Wren, ensconced themselves in the Simon
Snow series when they were just kids; it's what got them through their mother leaving. (Summary from BookBrowse)
Ms. Zuhair:
The Harry Potter Series by J.K. Rowling
A giant, Hagrid, informs Harry that he's really a wizard, and will soon be attending Hogwarts School of Witchcraft
and Wizardry. Harry also learns that, in the wizarding world, he's a hero. When he was an infant, the evil Lord
Voldemort killed his parents and then tried to kill Harry too. (Summary from WikiSummaries)
Ms. Abreu:
Forever by Judy Blume
Forever is a universal tale of first love, adolescence, and the struggle towards self-discovery. Katherine is not alone
on her journey and has friends and family that consistently help her along the way. Katherine comes from a loving,
supportive family. Her parents and grandparents are open about everything from love, sex, and relationships to life
experiences and mistakes. They want their daughters and granddaughters to know about life in order to be able to
make sensible, informed decisions. Throughout the novel, Katherine’s parents help to guide her through the journey
to self-discovery and offer her the advice and information that she needs to make wise decisions. (Summary from
Book Rags)
And those are the favorite books of 5 teachers. I hope you will be inspired to read these books and read a bit more
everyday.

Making College Real!
Two Education Majors from Kutztown
University drove all the way to Harlem to visit
our 6th grade homeroom. They answered all of
our college questions and brought us tons of
Kutztown swag!

#GoToCollege
then…
#ChangeTheWorld
Grambling also
had visitors come
to DPHMS to
show us how
amazing college
can be. Yaaaas!

Want to be featured in an upcoming issue of
the DP Harlem Herald? Email your pictures to
us at dpharlemherald@gmail.com

#SQUADGOALS!

Jordan Adeola
Aleks Condell
Jaylen Peterie
Kelvin Crucey
Anaiya Anderson
Mamadou Maiga
Damaris Aryeetey
Liberty Solano
Kayjia Allen
Hulaimatu Diallo
Anicia Jackson
Jayden Peterie
Deron Mance
Quadir Logan
James Daye
Iysiss Dobson
Moubarc Illiassou
Paul Richardson
Salma Saad
Jalen Allen
Janeah Peterson
Jada Kelly
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